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Doug Kendall and  
Grant Dillenbeck 
Frederick Banting 
Secondary Alternate Site

Doug Kendall and Grant 
Dillenbeck have been 
community members of 
Frederick Banting Secondary Alternate School for the past 
10 years. The duo is known for going above and beyond 
expectations. Theirs is a unique situation; the two spiritual care 
workers Doug, a Presbyterian Church Minister, and Grant, a United 
Church Minister, are an integral part of a student club that is not 
religiously based. This club meets weekly and gives students, staff, 
and community members a chance to discuss and share opinions 
on topics such as equality, equity, L.G.B.T.Q.I.A.+ issues, and 
more.

From a school-wide perspective, Doug and Grant are willing 
participants in school activities. Their fundraising efforts raised 
thousands of dollars for those in need. Their dedication to 
students and staff will be felt for years to come. They cared when 
people needed it and that is not something you easily forget.

Community Partnership Award Nominees
This award recognizes outstanding partnership/support from a community 
agency or business over an extended period of years or through a significant 
initiative that has directly benefited OCDSB students.

Helen Crawford
John McCrae Secondary School

Helen has been actively involved in 
School Council for 14 years. She is 
currently the Chair of John McCrae 
Secondary School’s School Council. 
She is a strong community advocate 
who is student focused. Helen is 
extremely supportive of school 
priorities and encourages student 

voice. She works collaboratively toward achieving success and is 
well known for her ability to work with diverse groups of people. 
Helen believes in cooperation and works to develop workable 
solutions when issues arise.

As the Chair of Mary Honeywell and Cedarview Public Schools, 
Helen was instrumental in fundraising and building a new 
Kindergarten play structure. She leveraged community partners, 
manages fundraising events, established a student community spirit 
award, and much more. Helen’s knowledge of the inner workings 
of the School Council contributes to projects being on time, on 
budget and successful. Her positive approach and welcoming 
demeanor are appreciated by her peers and by school staff.

Chair’s Award Nominee
This award recognizes the substantial contribution of staff and/or a community 
member to the achievement of the aims and objectives of the Board over an 
extended period.



Community Partnership Award Nominee

Loblaws Barrhaven 
Jockvale Elementary School

Loblaws Barrhaven’s outstanding 
dedication to “Help Fight Hidden 
Hunger” is just one example of how dedicated the local grocery 
store is to good corporate citizenship and community engagement. 
This initiative at Jockvale Elementary School ensures no child is 
hungry during the school day. Loblaws Barrhaven provides weekly 
donations of fruit, yogurt, cheese, and granola bars. 

This “Help Fight Hidden Hunger” project has had unexpected 
and amazing results according to teachers and administrators. 
Students are less distracted and ready to learn. Loblaws 
contributions mean students can focus on education versus their 
empty stomachs. It also enhances student confidence and ensures 
students are receiving nutritious meals.

When Loblaws became aware the demand was higher than initially 
estimated, they were quick to respond and provide larger quantities 
in their weekly donations. The owners never seek recognition 
for their generosity. Loblaws Barrhaven is making an incredible 
difference in the lives of Jockvale Elementary School students.

Jane Bachynski, Neal 
Ferguson and all Volunteer 
Readers at BLG Law Firm
Queen Elizabeth Public School

BLG law firm has played a significant 
role in the lives of Queen Elizabeth 
Public School students. For 16 years, 
many BLG staff volunteered their time 

and commitment to reading to Kindergarten to grade 3 students 
on a weekly basis. In addition, the community lawyers donated a 
book at the end of the year to their “reading buddies”. By reading 
to the students they planted the seed of life-long learning and by 
donating a book they showcased the power of good corporate 
citizenship.

Staff frequently comment on how important the BLG partnership 
is to the school community. Reading to students is not the only 
thing they do for the school, the BLG staff also assists in the 
beautification of learning spaces. The BLG Team is known to 
engage in painting projects and gardening. Staff members feel 
very grateful to have such a long-standing and rich partnership 
with BLG.

Community Partnership Award Nominee



John Marshall 
Pleasant Park Public School

John is well known for his active 
parent involvement at Pleasant Park 
Public School. In the past 12 years, he 
has offered guidance and support. In 
that time, he acted as Secretary for 
the Executive of Parent Council, as 
well as the Council’s OCASC rep and 
PIC rep at the Board level.

Although John’s last child is graduating from Grade 6 this year, 
he offered to remain on council to help plan the school’s 60th 

anniversary celebrations in 2019/2020. This will be a huge 
undertaking.Thankfully he will be there to help organize, plan and 
carry out this historical event!

His long-standing efforts to help with Parent Council’s governance, 
communications, research, and everything else he does (and 
he does a lot) is greatly appreciated. He helps to ensure Parent 
Council operates effectively and efficiently. 

Distinguished School Council  
Award Nominees

This award is granted in recognition of the outstanding efforts of a school 
council or school council member for making a significant contribution to 
enhancing the learning experience of students at a school and/or system level.

Community Partnership Award Nominee

Laura Dubois
Laura’s Your Independent Grocer

Laura Dubois’ contributions to 
John Young Elementary School 
are numerous and continuous. The 
owner of Laura’s Your Independent 
Grocer in Kanata is the Community 
Representative on School Council at 
John Young Elementary School. She 
has held this position for more than 5 

years, longer than any other current member. Laura assists School 
Council by providing donations and discounts for their events.

Laura is a respected community leader who encourages students 
to believe in themselves and follow their dreams. She is a 
welcome guest at John Young Elementary School. Laura can often 
be found making presentations to students and staff regarding 
healthy foods and eating habits. If that were not enough, Laura 
also helps keep the school snack program fully stocked for 
students who don’t have enough food in their lunch boxes.

Laura starts and finishes the school year with a helping hand. Each 
year she provides the funds for extra yearbooks, so all students 
can receive a copy.



Nancy Solange Parra-Dean 
Alta Vista Public School

Motivated by her desire to continually 
improve the school environment 
for students at Alta Vista Public 
School (AVPS), Nancy joined the 
School Council in 2008. She willing 
helps event coordinators with their 
communications needs, whether it’s 
designing informative posters, or 
creating eye-catching web buttons for School Council’s website.

Nancy’s involvement on behalf of School Council begins before 
Labour Day and continues through to the last day of school. She 
is the event coordinator for School Council’s Welcome Back BBQ, 
co-leads the Multicultural Dinner in March, and coordinates and 
decorates the end-of-year Teacher Appreciation Lunch, making 
sure to show educators how much they are valued.

In addition to all her efforts, Nancy is a joy to be around. 
She laughs easily and often, always welcomes new ideas and 
approaches and cares deeply about the learning experience of all 
children. There is no doubt AVPS is a better school because Nancy 
entered its doors more than a decade ago.

Joan Hatch
Devonshire Community  
Public School

For the past six years, Joan Hatch has 
volunteered and single-handedly run 
the Hot Lunch Program at Devonshire 
Community Public School. She 
tirelessly coordinates, maintains and 
delivers this program week after week, 
year after year. More than $30,000 

raised from this initiative has funded innovative activities and 
opportunities for all students including; Scientists in the School, 
Dance and Mindfulness Programs, and sports equipment.

Joan’s hard work and dedication allowed students to access 
programs and experience enrichment learning, promote physical 
and emotional health, and inspire creativity. Joan also served on 
the School Council Executive and is a regular volunteer at many 
School Council events. The Devonshire community will be sad to 
see her go. She has made a lasting, positive impression on the 
lives of students and staff. Students witness Joan regularly model 
good citizenship, collaboration and innovation.

Distinguished School Council  
Award Nominee

Distinguished School Council  
Award Nominee



Cynthia Allen 
Maple Ridge Elementary School

Cynthia is the community face of 
Maple Ridge Elementary School. She 
is committed to enhancing student 
learning experiences. The school 
greening project is especially close to 
Cynthia’s heart. Her goal was to create 
a schoolyard conducive to student 
learning and playing — She succeeded.

Cynthia took on the daunting task of submitting grant applications. 
The grant money was used to design an environmentally friendly, 
butterfly garden. As a result, Maple Ridge Elementary School is now 
a “Certified Butterfly Garden”. Cynthia’s volunteer efforts don’t end 
in June. She can be found knee deep in the dirt maintaining the 
school garden even throughout the summer.

Cynthia’s contributions go beyond the school, she is also an 
active OCASC community representative. She willingly volunteers 
countless hours to any and all causes to ensure students, staff and 
community members feel welcomed. She is the heart of Maple 
Ridge Elementary School.

Richmond Public School Council
Richmond Public School

Richmond Public School Council 
knows how to get things done. And 
get them done right! The school may 
be small but thanks to the dedicated 
Parent Council, dynamic teaching 
staff, and engaged administrator 
all 250 students learn and play in a 
supportive, welcoming and enriched 
school environment.

School Council hosts book fairs, pizza day/hot lunch day, milk 
program, Holiday Gift Market, June Fun Fair, and Trivia Nights. 
They also commemorate students who are leaving Grade 5 and 
heading to a new school with numerous special events. Their goal 
is to make students feel valued and appreciated.

Thanks to the Council’s fundraising activities all classes receive 
financial assistance for field trips and teacher materials. Richmond 
Public School Council watches, listens, asks questions, cares, 
participates, and supports the students and staff. They do this to 
make their community school one of the best in the province.

Distinguished School Council  
Award Nominee

Distinguished School Council  
Award Nominee



Liz Martin-Shane (pictured) 
Robyn Fraser,  
Pamela Griffiths,  
Kina Simmonds 
Richmond Public School 

Richmond Public School Parent 
Council members/executives work 
tirelessly to enrich the lives of students 
and faculty. Their incredible efforts 
and investment in time often go 
unnoticed, but their impact on the day to day lives of students 
and staff is immeasurable. Collectively, these four fantastic 
women contributed more than 20+ years of volunteer service to 
the school. Their enthusiastic support of RPS events (Community 
Breakfasts, Movie Nights, Fun Days, etc.) has inspired greatness in 
the school community.

They were instrumental in a fundraising program that generated 
nearly $80,000 to replace the school’s outdoor play structure 
and re-supply activity centers with basketball nets, indoor curling 
stones, books, arts, and craft supplies. They were also responsible 
for the installation of a schoolyard “Buddy Bench” designed to 
encourage and promote an inclusive and welcoming area. This 
group’s dedication to the greater school community allows it to 
grow and flourish.

Erica Irwin
Pleasant Park Public School

Erica is so well known and well liked at 
Pleasant Park Public School you would 
think she had hundreds of children 
instead of 4. She has spent the past 13 
years volunteering her time to support 
almost every fundraising and school-
based event that has happened 
during her tenure.

One shining example of her ability to organize and execute a plan 
is the pizza online ordering system which she single-handedly set 
up. Families are thrilled with the ease and accuracy of ordering 
the product. The pizza program is the school’s biggest annual 
fundraiser. The pizza money helped to purchase 2 new play 
structures, rejuvenate and renew the school library, and many 
other enhancements the school could not afford on its own 
budget.

Erica’s youngest child graduates this year which means Erica will 
be joining a new school community. We want to thank her for 
being a wonderful volunteer and a good friend.

Distinguished School Council  
Award Nominee

Distinguished School Council  
Award Nominee



Community Award Nominees
This award recognizes the outstanding contribution of a community member in 
developing an initiative that directly supports the well-being of our students. 

Lenford Mills 
Robert Bateman Public School

Lenford is committed to starting every 
student’s day with a smile. When he 
picks students up at their bus stop 
they are met with an encouraging 
word and a positive attitude. No 
matter the weather he makes a 
concerted effort to reach the children’s 
bus stop on time. His commitment 
to driver safety is unparalleled. Students and their families praise 
Lenford for his dependability, kindness and sunny disposition.

The children look forward to seeing him each day and enjoy the 
time they get to spend with him. When students are asked how 
was their day at school? Their stories often include Lenford. His 
positive attitude provides parents with comfort knowing that their 
children are with someone so kind. Parents know when they put 
their child on Lenford’s bus they are leaving them with a caring, 
capable adult. It is reassuring and also starts their day off on a 
good note. Thank-you Lenford, for all that you do.

Amina Elsharif
Earl of March Secondary School

Amina Elsharif is a force to be 
reckoned with. Her take-charge 
personality and can do attitude 
ensures that big and small projects 
go from ideas to actions. She does 
this with a positive attitude, infectious 
smile and great enthusiasm for the 
task at hand.

She advocates for student voice and offers encouragement and 
assistance to students, families, and staff. If you could use only 
one word to describe Amina it would be dependable! She is 
always there to lend a helping hand; she can be counted on in any 
situation, and she celebrates people’s abilities.

Amina values public education and offers her time to volunteer. 
She believes when students, staff, families and the school 
community come together – great things happen. The staff and 
students at Earl of March want to Thank you, Amina!

Distinguished School Council  
Award Nominee



Steve Pathak 
York Street Public School

The Games Club is the brainchild of 
Steve Pathak. It is designed to be an 
inclusive, welcoming and encouraging 
Club. The Games Club brings students 
together from all different cultures 
and backgrounds. Students who may 
never have interacted before are now 
learning about each other in a positive 
and safe environment.

Steve is a community member who builds relationships with one 
student at a time. His “everyone is welcome” attitude encourages 
others to participate.

Steve is a life-long learner. He has the ability to make learning 
interactive and fun. He can be found reading with students, 
tutoring and supporting Intermediate Math classes. He has made 
Math fun for them again, and both students and staff very much 
appreciate his time and talents. Students respect and appreciate 
his efforts as both a volunteer and a community influencer.

Sylvia Qi
West Carleton Secondary School

Halloween is a significant event in 
Dunrobin’s rural community. Many 
students annually go trick-or-treating 
in the village. Unfortunately, a tornado 
struck down in their community on 
September 21st, 2018, destroying 
many houses. The Halloween tradition 
would have been a thing of the past if 

it were not for the efforts of Sylvia Qi.

Sylvia felt students and their families needed some normalcy in 
their lives so she and her committee did their best to replicate 
a normal Halloween experience using West Carleton Secondary 
School (WCSS) as the venue. She planned and organized the event, 
in collaboration with WCSS staff, other WCSS students, community 
organizations, and community members. The event welcomed 
hundreds of OCDSB elementary students from the Dunrobin area, 
most of who attend Stonecrest Elementary School, and otherwise 
might not have been able to have a “regular” Halloween.

At a time when student stress levels were still very high, this event 
allowed a little joy into their lives. Students and their families were 
able to experience a Halloween where they could safely enjoy 
a traditional event wrapped in the security of strong community 
support. Sylvia was the key leader in creating this event, building 
and rebuilding morale and resilience for all those involved.

Community Award NomineeCommunity Award Nominee



Sachiko Okuda 
Gloucester High School

Sachiko has volunteered in the 
ELD department for the past seven 
years, first at Rideau High School 
and now at Gloucester High School. 
Her dedication to students is truly 
inspirational. The students are grateful 
for the time she devotes to their 
learning and personal growth. She 
helps them with their reading, speaking, listening, and writing. The 
students know she is dedicated to the program and think of her 
as a trusted adult they can turn to. Sachiko is a valued member of 
their classroom community. She is wonderful with the students and 
shows great kindness, patience, flexibility, and respect.

In the classroom, she is supportive of the teacher and the activities 
planned for that day’s lessons. She finds the classes with the 
greatest need and offers her services. Her special skill is working 
one on one with the newest students. Her calm, kind manner 
helps them to feel at ease and gives them the push they need 
to succeed. Students and staff look forward to the days she 
volunteers. The staff is truly grateful to have Sachiko’s help.

Excellence in Equity Award Nominee
Granted in recognition of a substantial contribution of a parent, volunteer, 
business community member or organization to support the alignment and 
integration of equity and inclusive educational principles and practices over 
an extended period of years or through a significant initiative that has directly 
benefited OCDSB students.

Camielle Lang
Woodroffe High School

Camielle is the founder of 
GrowSmartTalks, a series of free 
lectures that help educate kids 
against many of the challenges they 
face including bullying, drugs, social 
pressures, and technology, etc. 
GrowSmart Talks is a speaker series 
that seeks to equip pre-teens and 

teens with the knowledge and skills to improve their situational 
awareness; make informed decisions and respond to societal 
dangers, including those on the Internet. She encourages students 
to participate in opportunities that enhance personal growth.

These sessions have made a positive impact at Woodroffe High 
School. Students look forward to participating in the workshops 
and lectures. The knowledge the students gain provide them with 
the tools to tackle difficult situations. It has also given parents the 
resources to discuss difficult topics with their children.

Community Award Nominee



Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee

Joan Hatch 
Devonshire Community  
Public School

For the past six years, Joan Hatch 
has volunteered and single-handedly 
run the Hot Lunches program at 
Devonshire Community Public School. 
She tirelessly coordinated, maintained 
and delivered this program week after 
week, year after year. The more than 
$30,000 raised from this initiative was used to fund innovative 
activities and opportunities for all students throughout the school 
year. Those activities include Scientists in the School, Dance and 
Mindfulness programs, and sports equipment.

Joan’s hard work and dedication allowed students to access 
programs and experiences that enrich learning, promote physical 
and emotional health, and inspire creativity. Joan also served on 
the School Council Executive and is a regular volunteer at many 
School Council events. The Devonshire community will be sad to 
see her go.

Kathy Laffin
D. Roy Kennedy Public School

From the day her children began at 
D. Roy Kennedy, Kathy Laffin has 
volunteered. As her children grew, she 
extended her volunteer work primarily 
to the younger classes where she felt 
the need was the greatest. For the 
past two years, the school benefited 
immensely from Kathy’s tireless 

volunteer work. She is at the school every Tuesday supporting 
students in a variety of activities.

This year, on top of reading with students and chaperoning events; 
she also shopped for the Breakfast Program and served breakfast 
one day a week. Kathy is a guiding force in the playground 
structure fundraising campaign. The playground team’s fundraising 
efforts were so successful they were able to purchase the play 
structure a year ahead of schedule!

Kathy is more than her volunteering she is also a kind, gentle person, 
who puts people at ease with her sense of humor and her humanity.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominees
This award is granted in recognition of the substantial contribution of a parent 
volunteer or community volunteer over an extended period of years or through 
a single significant initiative that has had a positive impact on students.



Sarah Simkin 
Stonecrest Elementary School

The well-being of Stonecrest students 
is where Sarah Simkin’s focuses 
her time and never-ending energy. 
She was one of the first people to 
advocate for the installation of a 
defibrillator (AED) at their school. 
Her strong advocacy resulted in 
defibrillators being provided to two 
OCDSB elementary schools not located in villages (Stonecrest 
Elementary School and Castor Valley Elementary School). She also 
provides training in the use of AEDs to school staff.

Sarah believes a healthy mind and body go hand in hand. She has 
been instrumental in introducing school snacks and lunches. Sarah 
worked to ensure the Community Resource Library included a wide 
range of books and materials covering student well-being issues, 
such as mental health, allergies, and child development. Sarah’s 
tireless advocacy, commitment to well-being and her professional 
first-aid expertise has greatly benefited students and staff.

Patricia Naef
Glen Ogilvie Public School

Patricia’s volunteer contributions 
span more than 7 years at Glen 
Ogilvie Public School. She works 
with students twice a week, every 
week to help them with their studies. 
As a retired teacher, she is there to 
support struggling students as well as 
enrich the experiences of all students. 

Working with small groups in math, science and reading on a 
regular basis has a positive impact on student well-being.

Patricia encourages students to use critical thinking; to collaborate 
with peers and to hone their creative skills in seeking solutions. 
Patricia can often be found reading aloud, providing students 
with a variety of learning resources including items they may 
have never seen — such as food stamps from World War 2. The 
students are always happy to see her.

Volunteer of the Year Award NomineeVolunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Ron Doyle 
Glen Ogilvie Public School

Ron Doyle has been a dedicated 
volunteer for 2 of the junior classes at 
Glen Ogilvie Public School for the last 
7 years. He dutifully comes to school 
twice a week to read with students, 
an activity both he and the class look 
forward to. He often shares his own 
experiences to help the students 
better understand what they are reading and to offer a different 
perspective.

When a student shows interest in a particular book series Ron 
makes it his mission to ensure the next book in the series is 
available. He has even been known to purchase the book himself. 
Ron encourages students who lack confidence in reading – not 
to give up. Ron shares his love of reading and inspires children to 
want to read more. 

Jason DuBois
W.E. Gowling Public School

For the past 7 years, Jason DuBois 
has been an integral force in 
the Carlington & W.E. Gowling 
communities. He advocated for 
the implementation of Early French 
Immersion programming; he 
contributed his time and expertise 
as Parent Council Treasurer, and he 

has assisted in virtually every school fundraising project. Jason 
tireless and unwavering dedication to improving the community 
for all families most definitely deserves applause, recognition, and 
celebration.

Jason recruits volunteers, picks up and delivers supplies, 
and encourages parents to be involved in their child’s school 
community. He served as an executive on Parent Council for 
several years. He plays a critical role in the financial management 
of Parent Council resources. He helped to redevelop the W.E. 
Gowling playgrounds. Jason is relentless in his efforts to bring 
enhanced resources to the school. And most importantly he is a 
purveyor of joy and celebration.

Volunteer of the Year Award NomineeVolunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Jennifer Roberts 
Half Moon Bay Public School

Jennifer Roberts embodies the school 
mission: care, create, collaborate and 
community. She is an unwavering, 
dedicated volunteer who puts 
students and their well-being first. 
Jennifer led events such as the Fitness 
Challenge, Stack ‘em Challenge 
and Guinness Book of World record 
challenges. She ensures these events are well planned and 
supported by staff and community.

Jennifer is an immeasurable source of support to the entire 
school community. She attends and contributes to all School 
Council parent meetings and communicates in a professional 
and heartfelt manner. She chairs council committees including 
Community Events, Parent Involvement, and Healthy Living. 
She collaborates with many external supports and incorporates 
all recommendations to ensure events are safe and successful. 
Through her hard work and dedication, Jennifer helped lay the 
foundation for a strong partnership between home and school.

Rita Jarvis
Glen Ogilvie Public School

Rita started volunteering with the 
OCDSB in 1994, beginning in a Grade 
1 classroom. She read with students, 
worked with small groups, and spent 
countless hours at the photocopier 
and laminator. She’s baked goodies 
for events and treats for staff. Rita 
donated many supplies for craft sale 

fundraisers. She took her work home, cutting paper and fabric, 
gluing string, organizing lamination, and stapling booklets. She 
did it all.

In her 25 years of volunteering, Rita made numerous connections 
with staff. She enjoys being part of the school community. Her 
spirit and enthusiasm significantly contribute to the positive 
climate in the classroom and the school. Rita is a natural giver and 
Glen Ogilvie Public School is very glad she chose their school to 
give her time, talent and heart to.

Volunteer of the Year Award NomineeVolunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Bob Nesbitt 
Richmond Public School

Mr. Nesbitt has volunteered at 
Richmond Public School for over 13 
years. Every Monday, Bob volunteers 
in the Grade 1 classroom teaching 
students computer literacy skills. 
Working in small groups, he teaches 
them how to log in and out of various 
technological devices and how to save 
and print the documents. In addition, Bob spends a great deal of 
time assisting students with word processing skills, helping them 
to write sentences, stories, and illustrations and bringing their 
creations to life.

Bob is at the school even when the buses don’t run. Neither 
freezing rain nor snow will stop Mr. Nesbitt from making the trek to 
school. Bob typically takes one trip abroad each school year. Upon 
his return, he creates a slideshow of the highlights of his trip to 
present to students. He knows travel is educational and he wants 
children to understand you can learn in the classroom, on the sports 
field, on the stage, and in the world. The children absolutely love 
him and so look forward to their time with Mr. Nesbitt.

Carla Bonora
Glashan Public School

Carla has been coordinating the 
pizza lunch at Glashan Public School 
for five years, which benefits the 
school in three significant ways: 
Firstly, it ensures once a week, every 
student has access to a hot lunch. 
Secondly the funds raised are of great 
benefit to the school, and thirdly 

Carla’s dedication ensures everything runs smoothly. She even 
gets the students involved. The students are responsible for the 
distribution of the pizza, which builds a sense of responsibility, 
pride, and teamwork.

Carla models good citizenship. She encourages students to reach 
out to those less fortunate. She embraces the ideology that  
helping others creates an environment of shared responsibility 
and a better environment. The students who work with Carla view 
her as a role model; an adult they can talk to about anything and 
someone to emulate both now and in the future. Carla builds 
confidence. You can see it in the students who work with her. Her 
contributions over the last five years are immeasurable. She has 
made a lasting impression on students, staff, and community.

Volunteer of the Year Award NomineeVolunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Kylie Taggart 
Mutchmor Public School

Kylie is a caring, smart, generous, 
dedicated and hardworking individual 
whose numerous contributions 
have made a significant difference 
in the lives of Mutchmor Public 
School students and staff. Kylie has 
volunteered at the annual Book Sale 
for over a decade, each year, gradually 
taking on more and more responsibility. She starts planning the 
book sale in September and works countless hours leading up 
to the April event. She organizes parent volunteers, meets with 
school staff, promotes the event, sets up furniture, labels and 
sells thousands of books, and then looks for places to donate the 
books that did not find a home.

The book sale profits make it possible for Parent Council to donate 
funds to other OCDSB schools that have less fundraising capacity. 
Kylie chairs the Outreach Committee in charge of finding schools 
that would most benefit from extra funding. The committee 
assists in funding special projects in Iqaluit, a hockey program in 
Sioux Lookout, and the Ottawa Inuit Children’s Centre. This is all 
in addition to all she does for the Book Sale, Kylie’s demeanor 
contributes to creating a school climate of respect, inclusion, and 
equity. Staff, students and parents value her contributions and 
believe she is an exemplary role model for students.

Sachiko Okuda
Gloucester High School

Sachiko has been volunteering in the 
ELD department for the past seven 
years, first at Rideau High School 
and now at Gloucester High School. 
Her dedication to the students is 
truly inspirational. The students are 
amazed at how freely she gives her 
time and energy. She helps students 

with their reading, speaking, listening, and writing. The students 
know she is committed to the program. She is one of them – she 
is part of their classroom community. Sachiko is wonderful with 
students and shows great kindness, patience, and respect.

In the classroom, she is supportive of the teacher and the 
activities planned for that day’s lessons. She finds the classes 
with the greatest need and offers her assistance. Sachiko’s 
special skill is working one on one with the newest students. Her 
calm, kind manner helps them to feel at ease and gives them the 
push they need to succeed. Students and staff alike look forward 
to the days that she comes into volunteer. Staff is truly grateful 
for Sachiko’s help.

Volunteer of the Year Award NomineeVolunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Don and Patricia Amundrud 
Regina Street Alternative School

Don and Pat Amundrud are longtime 
volunteers at Regina Street Alternative 
School. They split their time between 
various classrooms and in the library. 
They accompany classes on field 
trips and help with special activities 
within the school. They’ve built lasting 
relationships with many students and 
are affectionately known as Grandpa Don and Grandma Pat to all.

Some highlights from over the years include Pat coming into 
the primary classes once a month and providing recipes and 
ingredients to bake a variety of treats, Don providing one on one 
time to read with students and then making notes to provide 
feedback to the classroom teacher regarding the progress of 
each student. Both Don and Pat regularly work with a child who 
is struggling academically to help them learn and to build their 
confidence. They clean tables, cut paper, laminate posters, 
organize art supplies, stir the paint, wipe noses, dry tears, and 
provide smiles and high fives! Pat and Don work tirelessly to 
support the students and teachers and their efforts are greatly 
appreciated.

Landon Stewart
Cambridge Street Community 
Public School

Landon has been a volunteer at 
Cambridge Street Public School for 
over six years. She routinely works 
at least twice a week wherever she 
is needed. There is no task too 
big or too small for Landon. She is 
keen to help. She does everything 

from sharpening pencils and sorting books to assisting students 
individually, running small groups focused on social skills and 
language development. Landon also helps junior students with 
mathematics.

Landon seems to know when someone needs emotional support 
and quietly offers her assistance. She also knows when a child 
needs practical support and frequently brings in items such as 
costumes, scarves, and games. The students love spending 
time with her. Her Lego ideas are legendary. She is a wonderful 
addition to the school. She is an exemplary volunteer who 
makes a significant impact on the Cambridge Street learning 
environment.

Volunteer of the Year Award NomineeVolunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Tom Badenboch 
Sir Robert Borden  
High School

Tom has been volunteering for 
over five years, first at Greenbank 
Middle School and now at Sir Robert 
Borden High School. Tom is a kind, 
knowledgeable and professional 
gentleman. His calm and confident 
demeanor helps students feel listened 
to and respected. He highlights careers in math and takes time to 
answer their direct questions. Students get a chance to hear and 
understand how mathematics is utilized in the real world.

He makes tricky questions fun and he mirrors the notion math is 
a subject you can enjoy. His message is clear: everyone can be 
good at math – it just takes effort. He is charged with assisting top 
mathematics students in their preparation for the Gauss Test held 
annually in May. In the past, Tom prepped students and helped 
proctor the test. He works diligently to ensure students succeed. 
Staff is continually impressed with his teaching abilities and his 
dedication to working with students. It is a breath of fresh air to 
have such a strong community member offer his time to share his 
love for math with students.

Derek Fortune
Cambridge Street Community 
Public School

Derek has been coming to read with 
Cambridge Street students for nine 
years. He is friendly, approachable, 
and kind. Derek is very much a part 
of the school community, frequently 
attending pot luck dinners and 
volunteer teas.

Many Cambridge Street students’ first language is not English. 
Derek is extremely patient with newcomers to Canada and 
encourages them to read, write and speak out loud. He reminds 
students that their mistakes are building blocks designed to 
strengthen the foundation of their learning. Students enjoy their 
time with Derek. In fact, the teacher has to make a list to ensure 
all students get their turn to learn with Derek. His popularity 
rivals pop stars! Derek does not play favourites he is there for 
every student and he makes them all feel valued. This also builds 
student confidence. Derek is a huge asset to the program and 
Monday mornings would not be the same without him.

Volunteer of the Year Award NomineeVolunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Traceylyn Watchorn 
Elmdale Public School

Traceylyn has been actively 
volunteering at Elmdale since 
2011. She works as a classroom 
volunteer and in various leadership 
roles through the School Council, 
including Fundraising lead, Volunteer 
Coordinator, Bookfest lead, Movie 
Night Organizer, Head of Hot 

Lunches, and Fun Fair Leader. She works tirelessly on these 
projects, always with a smile and positive outlook. She even 
continued to actively volunteer in 2014 while she was undergoing 
cancer treatments.

Each event Traceylyn organizes serves a specific purpose such 
as fundraising, enhancing literacy, or community building. Her 
work brings people together in the school community. During 
the school’s recent Bookfest, she orchestrated the collection and 
sorting of some 26,000 books. She was at the school every day 
for two solid weeks lifting boxes, sorting books, setting up tables, 
coordinating marketing materials, selling books, helping kids 
find books, counting cash and overseeing author visits. This year 
the Bookfest was a record breaker raising a substantial amount 
for the school. The leftover books were donated to Big Brothers 
and Sisters. The staff and families of Elmdale Public School are 
extremely grateful for Traceylyn’s ongoing efforts.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee

Sandra Mieske 
Convent Glen Elementary School

Sandra Mieske is a tireless volunteer 
at Convent Glen Elementary 
School. For ten years she has been 
volunteering in the library. She 
volunteers once a week and reads 
several stories to all primary grade 
classrooms. She is caring and kind. 
Her ability to connect with students 
ignites a love of reading. She is well known for selecting books 
that match the students’ interest which encourages students to 
want to read more.

Sandra helps to make the library a place people want to visit. She 
merchandises book displays and bulletin boards with the goal of 
bringing people into the library. She is always on the lookout for 
books that will encourage lifelong reading. Be that by author or 
subject matter. 

Sandra’s efforts have helped shy children become more engaged, 
quiet children more verbal and Autistic children more confident. 
Her volunteer “job” is reading to students but she does so much 
more. Students look forward to her visits. Sandra takes the time 
to get to know students. Students, their families, and staff are 
very grateful that she shares her time with Convent Glen students. 
Sandra is making a significant difference in children’s lives.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Alicia Martinez 
Knoxdale Public School

Alicia is a born volunteer, whether it is 
for the school or for her community. 
She is a caring individual who has 
deep roots within the community 
and by extension the school. If she’s 
not working or caring for her children 
she’s out volunteering, working hard 
on every level. Everyone who interacts 

with her can see how much effort and dedication she brings to 
each task, and it is appreciated by all.

Alicia takes pride in what she does, ensuring every decision and 
task is well thought out and completed to the best of her ability. 
Her work ethic is admired and respected by staff and community 
members alike.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee

Clyde Goodlet
Briargreen Public School

Clyde Goodlet has been volunteering 
in OCDSB schools since 2007. He 
started working with junior students 
at Leslie Park Public School and 
now volunteers at Briargreen Public 
School. Clyde is a kind, gentle and 
reassuring presence. He demonstrates 
remarkable skills in working with a 
variety of students, including new Canadians and students who 
struggle with English and mathematics. Clyde also works with 
children who require enrichment to keep them engaged.

His enthusiasm for mathematics can win over even the most 
reluctant math learner. While working with Clyde, children 
laugh and cheer each other on as they tackle challenging math 
questions, fact drills, and pattern puzzles. Everyone is a “math 
person” after they have the opportunity to learn with Clyde. He 
has the ability to make children feel capable by building their 
confidence and their ability to persevere through hard tasks. Clyde 
Goodlet is an outstanding volunteer.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Bob Orchard 
Fielding Drive Public School

Mr. Orchard is truly an amazing school 
volunteer. He has volunteered for the 
Fielding Drive community since 2008. 
He volunteers multiple times a week. 
His expertise is helping kids become 
engaged in mathematics. Mr. Orchard 
is a permanent and welcomed school 
visitor. Students know he will be at 

the school from September to June – just like them. Many parents 
and students assume Bob is a paid employee. They are always 
awestruck when they are told that he is a community volunteer. His 
dedication and commitment to student learning are unparalleled.

Students love that Bob has the ability to make math make sense. 
Students are known for saying, “Ask Mr. Orchard, he helped me 
understand math. Now I like math”. Bob asks for nothing and 
looks for no recognition – but he certainly deserves recognition! 

He is a kind and caring man. His goal is simple – to help students 
learn. He willingly gives of his time and energy. He is making a 
difference in the lives of so many young people. Bob’s efforts will 
have a lasting impact on those he has guided.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee

Pat Lam
Clifford Bowey Public School

Pat worked at Clifford Bowey Public 
School as a Library Technician for 
many years prior to her retirement. 
She is now retired. Although you will 
still see her smiling face in the school 
library helping students and staff. 
She was and is a vital and important 
member of the school community.

In her retirement, Pat has volunteered to help catalogue and 
organize library books. She does the job so effortlessly and in a 
timely manner. Staff and students appreciate her love of life long 
reading and her commitment to student literacy.

Despite handing in her retirement papers she still finds time to 
assist with a huge annual undertaking. Each Education Week, 
a scholastics book sale is held. This involves countless hours to 
organize and implement. Pat is right there willing to help. She is a 
well-respected and loved member of the school community and 
Clifford Bowey is lucky to have her.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Wendy Doyle 
Convent Glen Elementary School

Wendy Doyle has been volunteering 
at Convent Glen elementary School 
for 11 years. She volunteers once a 
week where she reads with students 
in Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 
2. She discusses the books and 
helps students decipher words and 
understand what they’re reading. She 

is amazingly patient and caring with each child. No question goes 
unanswered. Each student feels valued and listened to.

Teachers know the first question they will hear when Wendy walks 
through the door is “Can I read with Wendy today?” She often stays 
longer than scheduled so every child feels important. Wendy also 
keeps copious amounts of notes on each child’s reading abilities to 
share with their teachers. She wants to ensure their progress was 
documented and any difficulties were identified. No matter what 
the weather, Wendy is there. She knows the students look forward 
to her visits and she looks forward to working with them.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee

Nancy Pickell
Woodroffe High School

Nancy demonstrates a sustained 
commitment to ELD students at 
Woodroffe High School. These 
students have complex needs. They 
are learning a new language and new 
culture and in some cases recovering 
from trauma experienced in their 
home country. Nancy has worked 
patiently with these students for at least four years.

She reads one-on-one with students and takes the time to 
understand their individual reading needs. She takes detailed 
notes in order to help track and improve progress over the 
semester. She takes the time to really get to know them. The 
children are extremely comfortable with her and look forward 
to seeing her every week. She is truly a part of the classroom 
community.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Margot Ashfield 
Cambridge Street Community 
Public School

Margot has been coming to 
Cambridge Street Community Public 
School every Friday morning for 
the past nine years. She helps the 
breakfast monitor prepare and serve 
students breakfast. This ensures each 
child has a nutritious meal. Margot 

remembers their likes and dislikes (e.g., their favorite food), and is 
always smiling and happy to be there.

She comes to Cambridge before starting her regular workday. 
Everyone enjoys seeing Margot at Cambridge; she has cultivated 
relationships with both students and staff over the years. She 
has seen students grow from Kindergarten to Grade 6. Margot 
makes genuine connections with families. Margot’s nine-year 
commitment to the school has provided a positive environment for 
the students. We are so fortunate that she continues to volunteer 
her time and talents. Margot is a true member of the Cambridge 
School community.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee

David Brownrigg
Trillium Elementary School

David is a committed and engaging 
volunteer who everyone at Trillium 
looks forward to working with year 
after year. Since January 2013, 
David has consistently committed 
a half day per week of his time. 
He listens to students read, helps 
students complete assignments, plays 
vocabulary building games with small groups, reinforces social 
studies or science facts, and reads to the younger grades, all while 
engaging students in easy conversation.

Always accommodating, he readily approaches and accepts 
working with teachers from Kindergarten to Grade 6. He even 
volunteered to supervise on a field trip that was at risk of being 
canceled for insufficient volunteers. Students know him well and 
look forward to their time with Mr. Dave. David Brownrigg is 
greatly appreciated by students and staff alike.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Roxy Hamilton 
Huntley Centennial Public School

For several years Roxy has 
volunteered two days each week to 
provide extra support for Grade 2, 
3, and 4 students who participate 
in the French Immersion program. 
These students are first introduced 
to the language in English in Grade 
2, and Roxy listens to them read and 

provides encouragement to help them generate and organize 
their ideas for writing.

During this time she has also acted as a scribe for Grade 3 and 6 
students taking the EQAO tests. Roxy is very accommodating with 
her time, she is punctual, positive, and creative in the activities 
she plans for the children she works with. The children really enjoy 
the time they get to spend with her. Roxy has and will continue 
to make a significant difference in the lives of Huntley Centennial 
Public School. Her positive attitude, her commitment to student 
well-being and her belief in life-long learning are on display every 
time she enters a classroom.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee

Susan Richardson
Mary Honeywell  
Elementary School

Susan’s commitment to student 
learning is appreciated by students 
and staff. She is always available to do 
whatever is needed in busy classrooms 
and she does it with confidence and a 
caring attitude.

She initiated and continues to operate a milk bag club for all 
students. It is especially of interest to students who find recess 
challenging, who are quiet, and who need to feel included. The 
club meets two recesses a week, and students sort milk bags, 
donated by the school community, so the bags can be woven 
into mats or bags. Students also took part in weaving the bags 
themselves. This was very empowering as the students understand 
the mats and bags are helping families who have faced hardships.

This initiative has been amazing not only for the people in need 
who receive the items but also for the students who are able 
to feel like part of a team. They take pride in the work they are 
doing, and the club offers them a safe space where they can work 
quietly. All this is thanks to Susan’s amazing effort to ensure that 
each student feels included. 

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Les Banks 
Bells Corners Public School

Les Banks gives much of his time to 
help with the betterment and spirit 
of both staff and students at Bells 
Corners Public School. He tirelessly 
volunteers with sporting events, 
school BBQs, dances, fundraisers, and 
has been integral in the creation and 
maintenance of the school skating 

rink, despite his children no longer attending Bells Corners Public 
School.

Les is a familiar face both around the school and at events, and 
everyone looks forward to working with him each year. The events 
would not be nearly as well organized if he was not involved. He 
always has a smile and a kind word for staff and students alike. 
The school community is very thankful that he continues to put so 
much hard work into its initiatives.

Les is the “go to person.” If you need something done – ask Les. 
If you want something done right – ask Les. If you need someone 
to talk to – ask Les. Les thank you for always being there to ask 
and always answering when we call. You make our school and 
community a better place to live and learn in.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee

Don Gerlitz
Adult High School

Don supports the young adult 
newcomer students in their English 
Literacy Development, Learning Skills, 
and Math. He works in the multi-level 
classroom, using inclusive teaching 
strategies to address the needs of 
all students who arrive with a variety 
of backgrounds, learning styles and 
abilities. He develops strong relationships with the students as 
he guides them in their learning. He manages small groups on 
his own. He impresses staff with his kind approach where each 
student feels equally valued.

Through reading and writing practices, and in Math, he focuses on 
developing skills and on self-confidence. He is always prepared 
when ‘spark’ moments arise and students feel confident enough to 
voice their thoughts and ideas. Students learn to trust him and ask 
for extra help. Don always goes the extra mile, enquiring about 
students’ families, part-time jobs and interests. Students see him 
as another trusting adult who listens well and provides support. 
Don evidently has a passion for supporting young adults. In the 
Central Orientation Class, he demonstrates his thoughtfulness and 
genuine compassion for the students and their development.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee



Xue Fang 
Vimy Ridge Public School

In the school year 2017-2018 Xue 
Fang volunteered for two classes 
(Lion and Tiger) on a weekly basis. 
Her work involved a variety of school 
projects including such things as 
cutting pictures, stapling booklets, 
painting, coloring, making drum sets, 
cleaning, etc. She took on these 
chores with enthusiasm and expertise.

She also volunteered at the school library weekly and at many 
school events, such as field trips, local walking trips, the Terry Fox 
run, bake sales, the book sale, the Snow Dance, and more. If you 
needed help she was there to do what was needed to be done.

Currently, Xue is volunteering at the school’s MakerSpace three 
times per week to help with STEM projects. She also continues to 
distribute pizza lunch and milk weekly for the whole school. Her 
constant presence is one of comfort to staff, as they know how 
effortlessly she gets each task done, and how great she is with 
each of the students.

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee

Corrine Garbutt
Meadowlands Public School

Corrine has been volunteering on 
a weekly basis to help and support 
Syrian students at Meadowlands 
Public School. Come rain or shine, she 
is there ready to offer assistance. Even though she does not speak 
Arabic, she finds a way to communicate with students and make 
them feel heard. Her dedication to welcoming new Canadians is 
inspiring. She understands how difficult the journey was to get 
Canada and she is committed to making our new citizens feel 
welcomed and appreciated. Her community spirit is inspiring.

Corrine feels helping others is the right thing to do, so she does! 
She has been known to purchase learning tools at her own 
expense to provide additional resources for students. Watching 
her help others she doesn’t know is life-affirming. She brightens 
people’s days with her positive attitude. Corrine is making a 
difference in the lives of these students. 

Volunteer of the Year Award Nominee
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